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VVA CHAPTER #1 
MARCH 6TH MEETING NOTES 


Meeting was called to order by Steve at 7:20 p.m., a moment of 
silence was held for our brothers still lost in Vietnam and for 
those lost here in America. 

Treasurer’s Report- $315.21 in checking account. A $454 check was 
sent to National for Memberships. 

Secretaries Report- Minutes of the last meeting were read and 
accepted as such. Motion to accept made by Clark and seconded by 
Gene. 

Introductions- The chapter welcomes Jack, who has joined as a life 
member. 

New Policy- At a board meeting earlier today, a new policy was 
drafted and accepted to allow meetings to proceed at a better pace. 

NEW POLICY 

The Board of Directors will meet at 6 pm on the first Saturday 
of the month. All committee chairpersons will attend with a 
written copy of their report for submission to the board. The 
oral reports to be given at the chapter meeting are to be 
limited to 5 minutes, if more time is needed, the chairperson 
must petition the Board for it and prove just cause. 

Any requests for donations must be submitted to the Board in 
written form. This must include the reason for and size of 
requested donation, as well as the name and phone number of 
person requesting it if we need more information. 

The Chapter meeting will follow the Board meeting promptly h 
7 pm, in the following order: Call to Order, Introduction f> 
New Members and Guests, Treasurer's Report, Secretaries 
Report, Old Business, New Business, Committee Reports lasting 
no more than 5 minutes each. Maximum meeting time will be 90 
minutes. 

During meeting time, there will be no political, religious of 
moral issues discussed. Attendees will conduct themselves 
appropriately subject to the judgement of the President or his 
designee. Outbursts of an offensive manner will not be 
tolerated. 

Old Business 


Honor The Vet Program- The Board of Directors would like input 
from the chapter on what the signs should look like. These will be 
voted on and we will try to bypass the city. Other vet groups are 
"mildly" interested, the Moose club is very interested. It was 
suggested we try to concentrate on the non-service groups for 




backing. Steve has asked Jim to check into a source and cost of 
decals. We would like to kick this off on Memorial Day with the 
six sponsors we already have. 

New Business 


Newsletter- This will be going out monthly. Committee reports or 
articles need to be in no later than the Wednesday following each 
meeting. It was suggested we sell adds in the newsletter to pay 
for paper, toner, and postage. 

PTSD- The VA is finally recognizing PTSD in women vets. 

Moving Wall- Don reported that the Moving Wall will be at 
Adirondack Community Collage from August 12 to August 18. Our 
Color Guard is invited to participate in the opening ceremonies. 
Saturday, August 14th will be POW/MIA Day. Don is asked to supply 
a map to the people who do not know how to get to ACC. 

Bus Trip- Chapter #111 has offered to let us participate in their 
bus trip which provides round trip bus fare from Springfield MA to 
Washington and Back via Peter Pan bus lines for 49.95. A block of 
rooms has been reserved in downtown DC at a cost of $109 for 4 
people. Events are planned in Washington for November 10th-12th. 
It has been suggested we go down on Tuesday and return on Saturday. 
The Tri-County POW/MIA Council is hosting a breakfast on that 
Saturday. Input is requested. 

Recognition Program- A new Recognition Program is being started to 
give recognition to members who go above and beyond the normal 
expectations of the Chapter. Names should be submitted in writing 
to the Board for consideration. 

Committee Reports 

Color Guard- The St. Patrick's Day Parade in Holyoke is on March 
21, all of you who said you'd go, make sure to be there. We want 
to make a good showing. Other events are being scheduled: Loyalty 
Day, the Conference, Memorial Day, Hartford Bicentennial, and the 
Moving Wall. We hope to have an updated schedule of events 
appearing in each newsletter. 

Associate Members- Melody reported that $197 was made at the bake 
sale held at The Mall on February 13th, and she thanked everyone 
who helped. We plan to do the same thing again for Loyalty Day. 
John suggested a round of applause for Melody and Beth for their 
hard work. 

Strategic Planning Committee- John will be calling people to ask 
for volunteers to serve on two committees; Fundraising and Social 
Event Planning. 

Video Committee- The name has been changed to the Public Relations 
Committee. It will now also be in charge of press releases and 





public service announcements. Joel Williams will be joining this 
committee, and will be a definite asset with his broadcasting 
experience. 

POW/MIA Committee- "It's in there"-see the Network newsletter. 

Purchasing- Jim will be paying off our debt to Buckles n Stuff for 
the flags and the remaining cups. This money will go into the 
convention fund. We had planned to order Brass POW/MIA Dog Tags, 
but Kym showed us one she owns which is not wearing well, so we 
decided that we did not want to carry merchandise that was less 
than 100% credible. We made $64 at the bake sale at the Mall which 
is being reinvested into more POW/MIA merchandise to sell at the 
conference. 

Legislative Report- Leahy will be funneling info to us, which will 
be passed to Joe for interpretation and reports. 

ONE FINAL NOTE 


Elections will be held at the next meeting. All current officers 
are running for their respective offices again. Any new 
nominations can be submitted to Beth or Steve. 

Voting was held on the Chapter jackets. They will be Forest Green 
with Gold embroidery. The cost will be $61 and can be ordered 
through Steve. We were asked about striping on the collar and 
cuffs,and it was decided to go with plain. Clark would like to see 
a recognition program developed for past officers. 

Adjournment was at 8:55 with the motion made by Clark and seconded 
by Kym. 





VVA CHAPTER # 1 
MEETING NOTES - APRIL 3, 1993 


Meeting was called to order at 7:15 , a moment of silence was held 
for our missing brothers and sisters. 

Election of Officers was held, Clark officiated. He asked if there 
were other nominations other than the current office holders. None 
were made. Jim made a motion to cast one ballot to reelect the 
officers. Milton seconded, passed. ballots were passed out to 
elect 4 officers to the board of directors, nominees were: Bill 

Higgins, Jim Howley, Kym Hoerr,Mike Divoll, Paul Butler, John 
Bergeron, and Joel Williams. Ballots were handed in to Beth who 
helped Clark with the counting. New BOD: Bill, Jim, Kym and John. 
Congratulations to all the officers. 

Introduction of Frank Bump, new member. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nominations for Certificates of Honor will be accepted on March 1 
and September 1. Decisions will be made by the BOD and 

certificates will be handed out at the following meeting. 

Raffle Tickets are being sold for a 50-50 held by Chapter 79 of 
Glens Falls to help raise money for the moving wall. Also for sale 
on a Harley Davidson being raffled off by Chapter 296 of Watertown 
NY . 

The new banner made for the chapter by Melody was presented to 
President Steve and Vice President Joe. Steve thanked Melody for 
all her hard work and hung the banner on the office wall. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Newsletter- Articles for the newsletter must be submitted to the 
office by the 15th of the month. 

Bus Trip to DC- Chapter 111 doesn't need an answer on their trip 
until August, so Beth will be checking around for an better price. 

Decals- Jim checked on prices for decals for the honer the vet 
program but without more specific details couldn't get a definite 
price. Looks as though it will be expensive. Steve has a lead 
here in town. Don suggested using a posterboard to start off and 
as participants increase then switch to decals. Any ideas for sign 
or sticker design should be submitted to the chapter BOD by June 1. 

NEW BUSINESS 

National Convention- Steve thinks we should attend. Don says in 
the past few years it has been one big political mess which is a 
waste of time and money. Doesn't want to be a wet blanket but 




hates to see us waste out money. Clark says Bobby Muller started 
VVA to be a grassroots organization but it has gotten way out of 
hand. More can be accomplished by connecting one on one with other 
chapters. 

Phone- BOD decided to remove the phone from the office due to cost 
and lack of use. The VAO will serve ah our contact, and if we make 
any long distance calls from here they will bill us. 

Fundraiser Idea- Joe would like to see a bracelet campaign started 
for helping the needy vet. Each bracelet could have the name of a 
living vet. Money used could help the homeless vet get a fresh 
start and could be paid back at a later time if possible. Clark 
moved we form a committee, Steve asks Joe to chair the committee, 
he accepted . 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Color Guard- Need more people to make a commitment of march with 
us. The Holyoke parade was huge, but with only 5 people, we looked 
kind of small. Next parade coming up will be the Loyalty Day 
parade here in Rutland on May 2. Everybody ia invited to march 
with us and make a good showing here at home. 

PR- Show times for the VET NET have been changed. We will be 
doing a live call in show on gays in the military in the near 
future. 

Purchasing- We are still ordering merchandise for the convention. 
We have been using front money from several people to get the 
things we need. We will be selling custom cups which are ordered. 
They will be black w/ gold writing, have our logo, the POW logo and 
the names of the missing Vermonters. The first shipment will not 
be available to the chapter until after the convention. 

Associates- There will be a bake sale on Loyalty Day like last 
year. We will not be selling coffee, just soda. Melody will be 
calling for donations. 

SEE NOTES FOR INFO ON JIM AND DON"S TRIP TO DC. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15. Conference T-shirts on sale for $8. 
Ads being sold for program, registrations being accepted now. 
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September 4, 1993 
VVA | 1 Meeting Notes 

Meeting called to order at 7:05, k begun with a moment of silence for all the MlA’s. 

Steve introduced Tony k Pat Rossier from Bristol, Tony is a member at large whose 
has found a home with us. They will be joining us on our trip to DC in November 
k just returned from the National Convention. 

There was no secretaries report because Beth did not attend the August meeting, 
so no notes were taken. 

The treasurer’s report says there is $1300 in the account. The Chaffee Art Gallery 
returned the money we had given them towards a memorial in the park to 
commemorate the Moving Wall. This was done because Sue Farrow is leaving k 
there is no one to take over the project. 

We are still having membership problems - Beth k Bill still have no cards. Tony 
reported hearing this complaint from all over the country at the National 
Convention. We need to encourage our members to renew through the chapter to 
avoid problems. Don suggests putting a note in each month’s newsletter about 
renewing through the chapter. 

The Honor the Vet program will kick-off at The Northeast Army Supply store on 
Oct. 8th at 12 noon. Mayor Wennburg will cut the ribbon k Steve would like to get 
one of our Senators to put the first sticker on the door. It was suggested to invite 
all state reps so as not to look like we are playing favorites. Signs will be done 
later, possible in the spring k will cost $800 each, we will need to do a fundraiser 
to get funds from the community. 

Fire on the Mountain, 1994 is being planned by Leigh Sykes to take place at Camp 
Johnson on Mem. Day weekend. At that time, the Vt. Freedom Medal will be 
presented to any one who entered the service from the state of Vt. Leigh will 
hopefully be getting together with us in the near future to fill us in further. When 
the legislature goes back in session in Dec., they will allocate $10,000 for the 
project. 

Bennington Battle Day, 1994 will see the Moving Wall in town. Chapter 601 will 
build a firebase for the event. Steve would like to see a re-enactment of a 
firefight as a educational tool. Clark would like to hold a gathering at that time. 




Issue is tabled. 


Coior Guard Report- The only upcoming event is the POW recognition day at Camp 
Johnston. There will be at least 3 with a couple of possibles. Color Guard pins k 
patches were presented to the members who are always at the events. It will be 
decided in the future where to wear the patches, in the mean time wear the pins. 

POW Report- A Silent Vigil is being held in the Veteran’s Memorial Park in Fair 
Haven on Thursday night. Please try to attend k pass the word. Project Walking 
K info was passed around by Steve. Sept. 14th is the day the decision will be made 
about the embargo. Rumor has it Clinton will not lift it. Call your representatives. 

Mike Van Atta will hold a press conference at the wall on the 10th k will 
supposedly drop a bomb to blow things wide open. 1 will try to get a transcript of 
the report ASAP. 

The copyright issue was discussed again. 

The BOD has decided that no event can be held with VVA name on it without full 
BOD quorum. Rules of conduct are being established by the BOD and must be 
followed or else party will be disciplined. 

Don wants to do a mass mailing of letters to veterans in the state. Beth has 
addresses from the Wall guest book. They will work together on this project k 
come up with a letter to generate interest which will presented to the BOD for 
approval. 

Good of the Order- Clark reports that last month^ Vietnam vets in Vt. died of 
heart attacks. He asks that anyone under stress to please call him at any time, 
we don’t want any more to die. PTSD has been proven to create a chemical 
imbalance causing added stress on the heart. 


Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM with a motion by Clark, and a second by Beth. 
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